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ONE DAY AFTER THE ENCOUNTER
WITH THE LAPY SHEEPDPEK..
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) THE SAKE,
PONMIEM WHY 1= [T
ME, EVERY TIMEZ
OH, wHAT A4 LOT

OF SENSE [T

EVER BOTHER TO
CONSIPER THE LOoOGISTICS
INVOLVED IN A CYBORE
ALUTANT TURETLE ACTUALLY
MAKING A TRIF TO THE
LoCAL EROCERY
ST0..




| 4 KEEF
IT TOSETHER,
FONNIE, KEEF
T TOGETHER., B

BREATHE.

OkKAY,
I THINK I°'M
Goor 1

F i
rd

» ez / / / / Y/ /

//?? :I
) -.I'
|
- & P /
<=
b & 'y
b 1
ol

s

R OF THE
SYMBIOTE*

% 74\ aD :
W :
e | . J )
_f r
Fi
Y/ / LNTPERSTAND..
f I ALEEAPY &OT
4




.....__j..ﬂ_......_n JJ..’. .

oW

(4“_.,.._‘1_._,:._..,;.4 bl

W//;J,ifdﬁ
. AN

= |




ELSEWHERE, THE HEAPQUARTERS
OF THE NEW YORK FOOT.

LAPY SHREPDER,

THE TIME IS NEARLY

HFON Hs "

'SURFRISES" YOU
REQUESTER HAVE
ARRIVELD ANP IN GOOF
ORPER. I HAVE AL=O
SENT FOR TWO OF MY

FINEST FOOT MYSTICS

TO ASSIST LS IN--

LTHAT
WILL BE ALL,
CHENG. LAY

SHREPTER
Has AUCH TO
MEDTATE

ON...»>

ALL THE APFPROPRIATE
FEEFARATIONS HAVE BEEN
MADE... MY ASTRAL FPLANE
TETHERE T SFLINTER
VER 1T, MY : - MOE
WA SplAd A e =T
WE TARE NOT ol

VISITORS--
EVEN YOU--
SEEVE ONLY TO
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ISTRONGER... HNF...

TO CRUSH MYy ENEHYI'>

THIRTY YEARS ASO
CHIHAYA VILLAGE, JAFAN.

CANNCT STAND!
I WILL NOT A4
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EVEN AS A GIRL TOO YOUNG TO
LNPERSTANS WHAT IT MEANT S4KI
COMPELLED ME.

ATTRACTERP AE.

=y

I WaNTEL TO BE LET INTC Hi= WORLE
I WANTEEF TO KNOW WHO OR WHAT
HAEP HURT THI= YOUNS AAN 52

I WAEANTEP TO MARKE
HiH BETTER.




<A &GIRL! T
THOUGHT...?

VHJ & E |

ME. I WAS SOING
FOR A WALK WHEN T
HEARD YOU... TRAINING.
I STOPFED TO WATCH,
I MEANT NO

PISRESFECT.”
T I I rk

WHO OWE YOU
AN AFCLoeY. I--1
THOUGHT IT wWas MY
BROTHER'S KILLER.
BUT FLEASE,
FIRST..”>

Y
NAME 1S
OROKU =4KI.>

YOROSHIKL

YOROSHIK
FPESL, OROKU S4KI,
<MY NANME IS TANG

AMAYA. >




I KNEW I HAP SOHMEHIOW
STRUCK A NERVE.

I EXFLANEDP THAT I wds
THE SISTEK OF TANG SHEN.

EVEN A5 HE SPOKE His NAVE
T DOIP NOT REALIZE THAT HE
wWias THE YOUUINGER BROTHER
OF OROKH NAS[ THE LOVER
OE MY SisSTER

Wir AR

Sdik EXFLANER T ME
HOW HE S24ME T2 LOSE
Hi= BROTHER,

HE TOLDP ME HOW
BOTH OF OUR
SBLINGS WERE

N LOVE ANDP WERE
MEETING AT MY
SISTER'S HOWSE...
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I WOULE NOT LET OROKW S4K1 CARRY His
BURPEN ALONE-- AS MUCH A= HE WISHED

VENGEANCE FOR THE SLAYING OF HiS BROTHER,

I WISHEDP MY SISTER BACK WITH HE.
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FOR A TIiHE I FUNCTIONEDP A= THE
FREELANCE ASSASSN "HEAPHUNTER, "*

*SEE B BANG COMCs WoL. 2 #10.
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D JLL AN ELABORATE RUSE T
Pis20OVER S4K's ENEHIES
EFROM BOTH INSIPE ANE

\ OUTESIPE THE FOOT

e U W r—

NG ONE EVER PISCOVEREER THAT
HEAPHUNTER Wds REALLY A MEAMBER
OF THE FOOT I EVEN ACCEFTER
CONTRAZTE FROHM THOSE WHD
WOLLEP KiLL S4K(.. ONLY TO KiLL
THESE CLIENT=

. MY SERVICE A5 HEAPHLUNTER ANF Hi=

FERSONAL SHREPLPER ELITE AT AN ENE
S4K] INSTALLEDP HME A5 THE HEAP OF
SOSECO NOT LONG AFTER THE PEATH
OF GOSE! KENTL*

T T I AT

LNPER My LEAPERSHIE [T
FLOURISHERP FOR YEARS
As ONE OF THE FOOT'S
MNOST FROFITABLE CELLS

XSEE THNT VOL. T #9.
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I WAITELR SOMEHOW "
I KNEW [T WOLLE

ONLY BE A MATTER

o= TimE,

THE THIRE NiGHT
AFTER TS BIRTH, THE
WORAH ABOHINATION
MAPE FROM SAK'S
REMANS SAME

12 AHE.

RNV Y VA

HE PEMANPELR TO KNOW WHERE THE
CHILE was ANP LUNPER WHOSE CARE.

WHEN I WOULE NOT RETHRN
His HFEFECTIONS', HE BECAMNE
ANEGKY HE SHOWTELR THAT

Bl HE KNEW YEARS AsO-- ANP
¥l WITHOUT His KNOWLEDPZE--

I HAP BORE A CHILE BY Him.

\

I TOLD HiM THAT NEITHER OF HS
COLLE HAVE FOSSIBLY BEEN
SUTABLE PARENTS FOR A CHILP
BROUGHT WTO THE WORLE

P,

THE WORH ABCHINATION PiP NOT
LIKE THAT ANSWER. BT THEN--
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-=T DPIP NOT HUCH CARE
FOK His TONE.
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MORE TYHE PASSED. LNTIL AT LAST BY CHANCE, THE NO. NOT
AR ey = e B i - T = P A AR 3 - :
FETH OF THE HAHATE SLAN NWTERSELSTELR Y SOWN . THE OROKLW EAAMILY
FOR THE CEIMES HE
COMMITTED ASAINST
MHINE.

I'LL HAVE MY
EEVEMNSE, TUETLES!
YO WILL FaY FOE THE
PEATH OF AMY NHASTER, THE
SHREPDPER, ANP FOR THE
ORIWES CoMMTTER BY
HAMATS Yo=HI!

THE ENCOLUINTER WHETTEDP MYy AFFETITE FOR VENGEANCE...
BUT T PP NOT 24TE T I WOULE HMEET THEH AsAN
ANP I WOULEP KILL THEM.

WHAT, FOR
wWHAT HE P17
TO THE OROKU
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SEVERAL WEEKS ASC.

A SLEEPER AGENT WITHIN THE NEW GOSEICO BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION A FEW DAYS AGO.

THAT ONE OF THE TURTLES HADP STARTED WEARING THE ARMOR OF OROKU

SAKI ANP CALLING HIMSELF 'THE SHREPDER." HE WAS MAKING A MOCKERY o = ;
OF THE MAN AND EVERYTHING HE HAD BEEN. p g R e B -y Ry gl

I KNEW THE OROKU FAMILY STILL HELDP FOWER IN THE LET THEM FARACE ARCUNG GVING THE
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THE TURTLE kAFPFE4s AND WELL AWARE OF MY FREVIOUS O AT Y AdGe T ThE AT T EOLAD
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I WOLLEP NOT HIPE
FROH IT ANYHORE.
THE AMANTLE OF
THE SHREPLER S
RIGHTFELLLY MINE.

VERY WELL, TANG AMAaYA, ’ I KNEW THIS WOLLE SOON =57 THE
WE ACCEFT YOUR CLAalM . ." Wi T JEFRANESE FOOT OUT TO SET AE,
TO THE MANTLE OF " > FERHAFS EVEN FROVIPE KARAl HERSELF
THE SHREPLIER. ; =V TR THE MEANS TO ESCAFE HER CURRENT
. o« - STATE OF PISGRACE.. BUT THEY COULEP
ALL &0 TO HELL-- T wolllLEe HAVE THE
REVENGE ASANST THE HAMATO CLAN
I SOUSHT THAT I HAP
BEEN FORSAKEN FOK

JHST
KNOW THAT
AS WE SFPEAK,
THERE ARE TWO
OTHER CLAIMANTS
TO THE MANTLE.
T MAY NOT BE
EASY, IT--

T T ——




I HAVE WASTEL ENOUSH [
TIHE. CHENE /5 RIGHT P

FREFARE FOR
THE FINAL STRIKE
ASAINST CLAN
HAMATO!

THERE IS
ONE MAN WHO
MEHT-- <HNFS=
BE ABLE TO

PON'T KNOW [F
I-- <HNGH!F

WANT THAT




WE HAYE SFENT A YEAK AS

-~ - - | AL BITTER ENEMIES, LAPY PIMIKO...
WESTWOOD CEMETERY. ToRCHLD \'WE CAN AFFORD ONE DAY 1O
YR Y — _ LEARN TO FIGHT TOGETHER
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YTOMORROW WE'LL SHOW THE FOOT
CLAN WHAT 4 FOOR PECISION T HAPE
TOLAYY [SN'T THAT TODEY FIMIKOF"

As LONE AS PON GETS BACK HERE
SON WITH THE S4KE, IT'H &o2E"

'SFLINTER =47 WE ARE
| NOT REAPY FIHKS
THAT'S THE ENE OF "

UNPERSTAMNL,
I AM HUMBLED BY
YOUR HOSPITALITY..
AND AM HONORED
TO BE CONSIDERED
A PART OF YOUK
FAM-- -

OH,
RAPH... WHAT
A CHUCKLE-

I AM... FINE, MY SON.
My BOPY IS STILL HURT
ANE WEAKENETD BY CHENG.
THE LIFE FORLE HE HAP
BEEN PRAWING

SWEET CHEEKS, |
LET'S &0

SFLINTER,
ARE YOU--




i E ’ My SPIRTUAL TETHER TO THE RAT'S
AP AR o\ . W F Y rtad _LIFE_FORCE IS UNBROKEN, MY LADY

i3 L “‘ i - 4. SHRETDER. STILL THE FOOL CALLS TO
- \ ¥ THE ASTRAL FLANE. T HAS LELV LS

2 PANEIRY o s : TO THE HAMATO CLAN'S LAIR
- - 'I‘
¥ LN

WITHOUT FAIL.

AH.
H.E;i[;..‘- ""ifE ARE.
= HUEFI= ANP

THERE YOU
ARE...
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THANK YOU,
PONATELLO. WE
SIMFLY PON'T /O

g IN
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OF FUN LAST TIME,
PIPN'T WEZ* OH,
T CAN'T WaIr o
HEAR WHAT THE

OOLASION 1S

AND MY
N T sMFLY LOVE
YOUE NEW TAILOE,
FOEsS THIS MAKE
s BIRPS OF A

i
.......

......




SHUT UF
BAXTER! I PON'T
HAVE TIHE FOR

YOUR GANES.

CERTAIN YOU'RE IN
A POSITION TO BE
SHOUTING AT ME IN

SUCH A WAY? ‘, _ . \
A

o

7,
T

Ll
-

| THAT'S RICH!

N AND JUST WHAT MIGHT

i| THE EVIL, PISGRACED
POCTOR BAXTER

STOCKAMAN BE ABLE
a O PO FOR

I HAVE SOME
IPEA. MAY T MAKE
AN INFORMED

- WHO HAas SOoME
OYBORES LIFE I&N'T ! SO0 OLP-FASHIONEDR
WORKING OUT 20 \ CYBORE KNOW-HOW LIKE

SEEAT FOE Yo, YOUIE YOURE FPEAR LT UNELE
COYBEEMNETIO FPARTS K BAXTEE? POES THIS
ARE ON THE FrRTZ.. I SOLIND ABOUT RIGHTZ
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}’EEI."E{ZAN YO--

THI= WASN'T BY
OHOICE* T was
PYING-- THE OYBORS
NEXT TO AHE WaAsS--

I ALwAaYs
KNEW YOU WERE
ENVIOHS COF ~E,
PONATELLC. I'DP
: ALWAYS SENSED A
Ve KINPREP SPIRIT IN YOLL...
BUT I NEVER THOUGSHT
YOU'T ACTUALLY
FOLLOW IN My
FOOTSTEFS,

FON'T WEAK
YOURSELF OUT
ON MY ACCOLNT,
PONATELLS. YOU WANT
MY HELF T THINK
I AN SVE T

WILL YOl
HELF ME OR--

[3 -..
F""

T AM ABLE TO ScAaAN YOou
WHERE I HANG. I WANT You 1O
GVE ME SONME OF YOUR LIVING

METAL, WITH TS NANTE GOOPNESS.,

GVE THIS TO ME, AND I

WILL CURE YOu.

BUT YOU'LL -/
REBLUILD YOURSELE.
YOULL MAKE YOURSEL

WHOLE, you'LL-- :_




THE UTROM HOMEWORLD:

&5

N

= MNEARLY

SOUT OF TIME,
KOROBON.

SUSGEST YOU
RECONSIPER. BY
THE LOOK OF YoU,
YOU'RE JUST ABOUT
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OFFICER YAT.
RETURN.




WE TRUST THE
TRICERATON HE
BROUGHT ALONE
WITH HiM--

HE Has
BEEN.. PACIFIER
ANBASSATOR,

LEATHERHEAR, THE UTROM
FECFLE OWE YOU A GREAT
PEBT FOR YOUR SERVICE
AGAINST THE ILLUMNATED

UTROM ALLIANCE AT
CHTOK.* WE--

AS I WAS ABOUT TO s4AY,
LEATHERHEAL THE WTROMS
ALREAPY OWE YOU A GREAT
PEBT FOK YOUR... FREVIOUS
SERVICE TO US.
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HUHZ ILLUAMINATED
ALLIANCE?Z CH'TOKZ T
PONT KNOW WHAT THE
HELL YOUW'RE TALKING A

LEATHERHEAR,
CONME BEFORE
U NOW.

|

MEMORY,
HE HAS A...
CONPITION. 4

BE TRUSTED TO
FERFOCRMZ

THE CREATURE

Ha= ALREADPY .
FROVEN HIMSELF AGREEDR
10 LS ANV THE TASK
MSELF £ A SIMPLE

THE ONE OF OUR KIND
YOU KNOW A% DR. X.
THE ONE WE ARE TOLP
W, YOU CARED FOR, AND
_ﬂ)“ IN TURN HAS CARED

3

f’f’ FOR YOU.
/ ‘;'.

OH YES,
PR. X! HE
& A ooV
FRIENP!

T WA
NOTHING... IT'M




THE MISSION WE
ASK OF YOU IS
1O RETRIEVE HEK...
AN BRING HER
BACK TO Us, YOU
wILL LEAVE
IMMEDIATELY.
o You

L YOU SUYS HAVE ALwAyYs BEEN
THE CLOSEST THING IVE EVER
KNOWN TO RaHiLy™

T UF PIMIKS
YOUU'WVE SOTTEN
SOFT SINCE YOUR
KLUNOICHI PITEHER
YOI

! P |-

o

YO CAN
COUNT ON ME!
YO KNOW..

e

TS A
SIHFPFLE
MIS=ION,
LEATHERHEAL?

HAH!
THAT 'S
THE

AW, LIKE AN OLP
MARRIEDY COUPLE,
THOSE TWC.




ARE YOU CERTAIN
YOU ARE OKAY,
MASTERT

I..I AM
NOT CERTAIN

OF ANYTHING AT

I--I FEAR... T
FEAR I HAVE BEEN
MISTAKEN!

ANP T FEAR
I HAVE BREOUGHT
HM TO ALL OF

THE MOMENT,

MY SON.

AT Y
Ty 9

LIRAOAmGGLm

CHENG...
HZ LEECHING OF
MY LIFE FORCE...
THE CONNECTION

9.

TIETT4 &0 N0 g %2

Linnanann

IT'S PONNIE'S
CONMPLUTER, GLIYsS..
THE INFRAREDP
ALARM HE SET
UF AROUND THE
AMAUSOLEUM.

HAS NOT B,
SEVEREP AT ALL!
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THE ENEMY
HAS BROUGHT
THE FIGHT TO

US INSTEAD

ALL THE SOOP IT
P ASANST THOSE
SOVERNMENT GOONS

£ WAYS BACK, WE &OTTA
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S0 MUCH BETTER UsE
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OULER
MY

PEAREST FRIEND

YOU EVER C
AND NOW..

PONATELLO,
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In 1996, the consensus was that the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles phenomenon was pretty much over and that
Leo, Raph, Mike and Don were anything but cool to most
people over B years of age. The TV cartoon series and
three live action movies had firmly established the TMINT
as a little kiddie franchise to help sell @ mountain of
bedspreads, toys and action figures.

That original TV audience had grown up and moved on
to newer things. The felevision series was cancelled after a
nine year run, Mirage had stopped publication of their
original TMNT comic book the year before and the Archie
Comics series based on the TV show was also ending.

| don't know what Mirage had in mind when they asked
Erik Larsen if he wanted to publish a Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles series at Image Comics in 1995. If they were
hoping for a typical glitzy Image book, they would've
been better off with Jim Lee or Rob Liefeld’s studios. | do
know that Leo, Raph, Mike and Don had guest-starred a
couple of times in Erik's Savage Dragon a year or two
earlier and it had been a lot of fun. More than that, the
TMNT were cool in it.

Erik agreed to publish the title, but had no desire or time
to write and/or draw it. | was writing a number of projects
with and for Erik at Image, but | was still a litle surprised
to be asked to write the new TMMT book. Frank Fosco had
already agreed to pencil the title and | never turn down the
opportunity to work with him. Erik, Frank and | all broke
into comics at the same time with my MEGATON comic
book in 1981.

Megaton was one of the first black and white indepen-
dent comic books on the newly developing direct comic
book market in the early 1980s, where independent
distributors were selling comic books direcily to comic
book stores. Cerebus, EfQuest and a few others were
already on the shelves, but Megaton was an attempt to
introduce a line of super hero titles. Savage Dragon and
Rob Liefeld’s Youngblood were two of the strips to debut in
its pages, and part of the reason | was writing at Image ten
years later.

As much as | had enjoyed Erik’'s take on the Turtles, and
as much as | wanted to work with Frank, | had my
reservations. My son had been part of that first generation
of fans of the TV show and movies, but he was long bored
with the series. Likewise, | had never been anything but a
casual fan of the original comic book series, a gritty
parody of Frank Miller's Daredevil and Ronin comics. |
knew many comics fans that were angry at creators
Eastman & Laird for “selling out”.

But Erik had no intention of publishing a glossy 4-color
TMNT book and wanted to take the series back to its
violent black & white roots. We were hoping to lure back
some of fans of the original B&W series, and aftract the
attention of the generation that now thought of the TMNT
as kid stuff. | tracked down copies of just about every
TMMT title that Mirage had published and was excited with
the variety of concepts and characters, and agreed to join
the team. | dug out my Frank Miller Daredevils, Ronins and
his Wolverine mini-series and got to work.

Mirage suggested that we might want to start out with @
bang and kill Splinter, but | declined. | thought he was an
important part of the mix, and also didn't want to irritate
those faithful fans that had stuck with the franchise.

There were surprisingly few rules for the new series.
Mirage said there were to be no female Turtles! Erik
requested that something be done to differentiate between
the four Turtles besides their choice of weapon. The
color-coded masks were part of the TV mythos and we
were going back to all four wearing red masks.

To that end, we started off by scarring up Raphael’s face,
giving him a reason to wear one of Casey Jone’s old
hockey masks. We were ramping up Raph's aggressive
nature and that Jason Voorhees look is pretty creepy and
scary. Plus, Casey wasn't present in the first batch of issues.
Donatello fell out of a helicopter and smashed his shell.
Luckily, the cyborg he was fighting at the time died in the
crash and its nano-tech armor grafted itself onto Donnie,
making him mobile and a walking armory. The armor kept
expanding and he got larger and larger over time, turning
into a walking tank.

Leonardo lost a hand somewhere along the line and
struggled to keep the team concept alive. Michelangelo
came through the series intact, his worst injuries coming
from the sharp spikes that covered the body of his
lizardlike girlfriend Horridus.

We had a lot of fun on the series, utilizing concepts from
the earlier TMMT series and using characters from Erik
Larsen’s corner of the Image universe, hoping to draw new
readers to our series. I'm not sure how many new readers
we captured (or recaptured), because our core readers
seemed to be mainly the dedicated TMNT fanbase that we
inherited. They were great and very supportive and made
the whole project a great experience.

Sales never did level off or climb, aside from the
occasional spike when Dragon appeared. There just
seemed fo be antipathy for the project as a whole. |
remember telling people that | was writing the book and
a number of people said "Oh, I'm sorry”. Even my close
friends dragged their feet reading the issues | gave them.
Years later one of them confessed that he'd finally read
them and loved them, likening the continuity of storylines

to classic Marvel books of the 1960s and ‘70s.

My favorite part of the whole process was seeing Erik
Larsen’s inks over Frank’s cover pencils. | just wish there
could have been a few more. The good folks at Mirage
and Image were a pleasure to work with, and kept the
book going for as long as they could. | remain proud of
the work we did, and enjoyed every minute of the
experience.

-Gary Carlson
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